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Key Questions

✓ What important information should we know about the 

English GCSE exams?

✓ How does Poltair School prepare students for their 

English exams?

✓ How can we support students at home to help them 

succeed in their English exams?



Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (80 marks)

One fiction text

Section A: Four reading questions

Section B: One creative writing task (choice of two tasks)

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints And Perspectives (80 marks)

Two non-fiction texts

Section A: Four reading questions

Section B: One non-fiction task

Both papers 1 hour and 45 mins

GCSE English Language

Exam papers are available to read through in the Market Place.



Exam papers are available to read through in the Market Place.

GCSE English Language

Paper 1
Q1. List four things   4 marks

Q2. Language    8 marks

Q3. Structure    8 marks

Q4. Evaluation    20 marks

Q5. Narrative or descriptive writing 24 + 16 marks

Paper 2
Q1. Four true statements   4 marks

Q2. Comparing and inference  8 marks

Q3. Language      12 marks

Q4. Comparing writers’ views and methods
         16 marks

Q5. Persuasive writing    24 + 16 marks



Exam papers are available to read through in the Market Place.

GCSE English Language

How do I achieve a Grade 4+?

Section A 
- Clear answers that show an understanding 

of the Source(s) and questions.

- A range of references/quotations.

- Clear use of subject terminology.

- Focused analysis.

Section B
- Clear and engaging ideas conveyed with a 

range of vocabulary.

- Mostly accurate punctuation and spellings.

- Range of sentence forms.

Answer ALL questions!



Paper 1: Shakespeare and Nineteenth Century Novel

Section A: Macbeth

Section B: A Christmas Carol

1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry

Section A: An Inspector Calls

Section B: Power and Conflict poems 

Section C: Analysis of one unseen poem and comparison of two unseen poems 

2 hours 15 minutes (45 minutes on each section)

Exam papers are available to read through in the Market Place.

GCSE English Literature



Exam papers are available to read through in the Market Place.

GCSE English Literature

Paper 1
Macbeth       30 marks + 4 SPaG marks

A Christmas Carol     30 marks

Paper 2
An Inspector Calls     30 marks + 4 SPaG marks

Power and Conflict Poetry   30 marks

Unseen Poetry      24 marks + 8 marks 



Exam papers are available to read through in the Market Place.

GCSE English Literature

How do I achieve a Grade 4+?

- Clear and structured answers.

- Relevant references (including quotations) 

included.

- Clear analysis of quotations.

- Correct subject terminology.

- Context and ‘big ideas’ included in 

analysis.

Answer both questions!



The Poltair English Year 11 Team

11xE1  Mr Howson

11xE2  Miss Talbot

11xE3  Miss Owen

11xE4  Mrs Langton 

11yE1  Mrs Potter

11yE2  Miss Allday

11yE3  Miss Talbot



Curriculum and Assessment
Assessment:

✓ ‘Live’ teacher feedback

✓ Peer and self-review using 

‘student friendly success 

criteria

✓ Knowledge checks

✓ Mid-cycle extended 

responses

✓ PPEs

✓ GCSE Exams



November PPEs

▪ Language Paper 1

▪ Literature Paper 1 (Macbeth and 

A Christmas Carol)



Home Learning

Weekly 60-minute tasks alternating between:

▪ Knowledge learning and quizzing

▪ Extended writing (exam questions)



Extra-Curricular Support

Year 11 Challenge Lectures (Mr Howson)

Lecture-style sessions to provide students with knowledge 
required to achieve Grade 7+.

English Home Learning Drop-In Sessions (Miss Allday)

A member of the English team available in a classroom to 
support with home learning or independent study for English.

Small Group Intervention (Mrs Potter, Miss Talbot, Miss Langton, 
Miss Owen)

Invite-only, targeted sessions providing small group intervention 
based on needs identified following review of most recent 
assessment data.



Active Revision



How can I revise for GCSE English?
S - Select O - Organise R - Recall T – Test

Select a paper or 

question by reviewing 

your PLCs or  

assessment feedback 

to identify target areas 

for improvement.

Find:

✓ Home learning booklet

✓ Past papers

✓ Example answers

✓ Knowledge Organiser pages

✓ Student-friendly success criteria

✓ Recommended revision videos, 

podcasts and/or online 

resources

✓ Class notes

Make:

✓ Flash cards 

✓ Mind-maps

✓ Cornell notes

Self-test (look, cover, write, check) or 

recall key information  with the help 

of family and friends.

Practise writing descriptions/ 

narratives or thesis introductions 

following the structure and content 

you have developed in class.

Complete grammar activities to 

improve your technical accuracy 

(SPaG).

Practise exam 

questions in timed 

conditions, seek 

feedback and 

answer them again 

to improve.



How can I revise for GCSE English?



ANY QUESTIONS?
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