
How to be 

successful in 

GCSE Maths

4+



Agenda:

• Meet the team 

• What do the exams look like? 

• Maths at Poltair 

• Support 

The best way 

to improve 

maths, is to do 
maths.



GCSE Maths

• Exam board: Pearson Edexcel

• Link to the specification on Sheet in 

marketplace  



GCSE Maths

Paper 1

80 marks

90 minutes

Non-calculator 

Paper 2

80 marks

90 minutes

Calculator 

Paper 3

80 marks

90 minutes

Calculator 

There are 240 marks in total

Any topic could come up in any paper. 

All papers evenly weighted. 

Two tiers:

Foundation Tier- Grades 1-5

Higher Tier- Grades 3-9



Weekly home learning 

1.Sparx Maths 

- Recall of skills learnt, provides continued practice of key skills in a way where students can seek 

support from the videos/clinics

2. Half-papers 

- After PPE1 we will start to set half-papers to be complete on paper each week. These will include a QR code which links 
to video solutions and students will be asked to hand these in totally complete.

Approach: 

- Try the paper without resources, and answer as many questions as possible

- Mark the work that has been done, using solutions (green pen)

- Fill in missing answers, using video 

Sparx

The best way 

to improve 

maths, is to do 
maths.

https://www.sparxmaths.uk/student/homework


Sparx codes for each of the topics 

included 

QR code which links to youtube 

video solutions

Weekly home learning- half papers 

The best 

way to 

improve 

maths, is to 

do maths.



Support available: Clinics 

• Break 1 everyday
• Break 2 everyday 
• Homework club Tuesdays and Fridays

During the times mentioned above there is 
always a Maths teacher timetabled in the Arc. 
Students are encouraged to go along and seek 
support with Sparx/half-papers/revision. 



Support available: Masterclasses 

• Targeted after school sessions

• Students invited have been identified as needing an extra boost to support 
them in the run-up to PPE 

• Thursday night is Maths night

• Will run every week, even if there is parents evening. The only exception is 
open evening. 



Support available: Register & Revise  

• 30 minutes per week of extra maths, with specialists

• Topics are chosen from revision lists, and in conjunction with 
class teacher 

• Groups have been carefully chosen to ensure targeted 
revision 

• Promptness is much appreciated



How can students revise: 

• Revision lists 

• RAG sheets

• Weekly homework 

• XP Boost/ Target 

Sparx independent 

learning 
The best way 

to improve 

maths, is to do 
maths.

https://www.sparxmaths.uk/student/homework
https://www.sparxmaths.uk/student/homework


How can students revise: Past papers 

• Weekly half-papers
• OnMaths.co.uk 
• Mathsgenie

https://www.onmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/


How can students revise: SORT

• Perfect excuse for family quizzing! 



How can students revise: SORT



How can students revise: Topic Specific

• Sparx independent learning 
•Mathsgenie
• Corbett Maths 

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/


How can you support 

• Ensure Sparx is completed on time each week, with full book work 

• Encourage students to seek support if they are unsure at the clinics

• Send students to school on time, so that they can access register and revise

• Send students to school with full equipment- including the recommended calculator, 
so there are no barriers to accessing the lesson/revision 

The best 

way to 

improve 

maths, is to 

do maths.



How can you support- Calculator  

• ParentPay

• £9.34



How can you support- Revision  

• Check that students are using their revision lists

• Encourage students to use their RAG sheets following assessments

• Encourage proper completion of half-papers

• Start family quiz night! 

The best 

way to 

improve 

maths, is to 

do maths.



Thank you 

• Please take a PPE1 revision list with you as you go

• Mrs Stephens is in the marketplace with past papers if you would like to look 
through these further and can answer any questions 
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